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Southern Nash Middle School 

STAFF NEWSLETTER 
December 2012  

Did you know that Education Week has a variety of free blogs 
that focus on everything from classroom best practices and 
technology to policy and research? 

A teacher-focused blog titled, “Teaching Ahead: A 
Roundtable” is a joint effort between Education Week and the 
Center for Teacher Quality to highlight exemplar classrooms, 
innovative teachers and the future of the profession.  

In November, guest bloggers discussed the future of 
educational reform based on the results of this year’s 
most recent election. 

“Teaching Ahead” keeps an extensive, easy-to-access 
archive. In March, contributing bloggers discussed the 
Common Core at length. Look back 
for some helpful reminders, tips and 
strategies for Common Core. 
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Monday 10th @ Parker 
Thurs. 13th @ Nash Central 
Monday 17th @ S. Edge. 
Wed. 17th Home (S.Edge.) 
Thurs. 20th Home (Edwards) 
Mon. Jan. 7th Home (Red Oak) 
Thurs. Jan. 10th @ Springfield 
 
All Games Start at 4pm. 

Monday 10th Home (Parker) 
Thurs. 13th Home (NCMS) 
Thurs. 20th Home (Edwards) 
Thurs. Jan. 3rd Home (Martin) 
Mon. Jan. 7th @ Red Oak 
 
 
 
All Matches Start at 4pm. 

Shout Out to the EC Staff. They 

are a hard working group that 

will help each other out when 

needed. Shout Out to Mr. Edel for 

how much he helps me plan 

for my 7 th graders. I would 

be in serious trouble if it 

weren’t for him!!! 

Shout Out to Mrs. Stanley 
for stopping by my room 
unannounced to help me 

enter my grades for 
report cards. She’s 

awesome! 

 Teachers at Cochrane Collegiate Academy developed a list of their top 10 best practices, 
and implement each practice in every lesson, every day. 
1. Essential Question: What is the goal of the lesson? There is only one essential question per lesson, 
and students should be able to answer it by the end of that lesson.  
2. Activating Strategy: An initial activity to get students involved by beginning to think about and 
make connections to the central theme of the lesson. 
3. Relevant Vocabulary: Select only the words that are actively used consistently during the lesson. 
Require students to interact with the vocabulary throughout the lesson as well. 
4. Limited Lecture: Limit lecture to no more than 15 minutes at one time, then plan an engaging 
activity that supports the lesson’s central theme and/or essential question. 
5. Graphic Organizer: (Thinking Maps in NRMS) Allow students to create a visual           
representation of material being learned or reviewed.           
                                                        

                                This is a two part series. Be sure to check back next month! 
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